
You are cordially invited to attend 
the 49th Hungarian Congress with 

your family and friends! 

Jöjjön el a XLIX. Magyar 
Kongresszusra ! 

NEW LOCATION !  Hilton Garden Inn, in downtown Cleveland, November 27 – 28 – 29, 2009, U.S. Thanksgiving weekend 

 

 

Ismerkedő fogadás  

– ez évi témánk: A Paneurópai Piknik 20. évfordulója /  

 Reception – to celebrate and commemorate  

the 20
th

 Anniversary of the Pan-European Picnic 
 

Ismerkedő fogadás: 

Minden kongresszusi 
résztvevőt szeretettel 

meghívja a Magyar Társaság 
Tisztikara, pénteken 2009 

nov. 27.-én, megünnepelni a 

Paneurópai Piknik 20. 
évfordulóját. Harapnivaló 

szendviccsel, innivalóval 
megkínáljuk minden kedves 

vendégünket. A Magyar 

Társaság háziasszonya: 
Somogyiné Mariana 

(Cleveland, OH) 
 

 
 

Mrs. Mariana Somogyi, Hostess 

Reception, hosted by the 

Officers & Board Members of 
the Hungarian Association, to 

commemorate and celebrate 
the 20th anniversary of the 
Pan-European Picnic. Time, 

12 noon, Friday November 
27, Location TBA in program 

booklet. All Congress 
participants are invited. Light 

picnic luncheon will be 

served. Hungarian Association 
Hostess: Mrs. Mariana 

Somogyi (Cleveland, OH) 
 

 
ABOUT THE PAN-EUROPEAN PICNIC: Twenty years ago, Hungary threw open the gates to freedom and the West. Tens of thousands of people 

surged across the suddenly unguarded border. Scenes of jubilation, of families reunited after decades of captivity in Eastern Europe, flashed 
around the world. Newsweek's cover dubbed it the “Great Escape.” From one day to the next, Americans awoke to a startling new reality. 

Suddenly, it was possible to imagine the unimaginable: the fall of the Iron Curtain and an end to the Cold War. 
 

The date was Aug. 19. The place: Sopron, a sleepy provincial town in western Hungary. Closer to home, in Hungary itself, a new generation had 
taken charge. Almost overnight, they wrote a U.S.-style constitution and began speaking openly of a free press, free markets and free elections. 
Emboldened, a small group of local Sopron activists decided to celebrate the new spirit. Their modest aim: put up some tents, hire a brass band 

and let the beer and good vibes flow. One of the organizers came up with an especially inspired idea -- to briefly open a gate 
through the barbed-wire frontier to Austria, allowing people to casually stroll back and forth across the border for the first time 

in four decades. They called it the Pan-European Picnic. 
 

Since anything involving the border was a matter of extreme sensitivity, the request for a permit came to the attention of 
Hungary's young Prime Minister, Miklós Németh. Amid the chaos, he could realize his true goal.  

Hungary too would gain its freedom. 
 

In addition to the reception organized by Mrs. Somogyi, the commemoration was organized by Mrs. Gabriella Nádas. 

 
 

The complete schedule for days and times of all presenters will be available in the printed program and / or on our website.  
For questions or to receive a complete printed program and Magyar Ball invitation, contact:  

 

Magyar Társaság / Hungarian Association 
P.O. Box 771066, Cleveland, OH 44107  USA  
Kérdések / Congress questions, phone: 
  (216) 651-4929, 521-7183 or 228-4089 
e-mail:  magyartarsasag@nadas.org www.hungarianassociation.com 

 

NEW LOCATION !      Hilton Garden Inn, downtown Cleveland  
 1100 Carnegie Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio, USA 44115  
 Tel: +1-216-658-6400  Fax: +1-216-658-6401   
 Mention “The Hungarian Congress” for reduced rates. 

 

mailto:magyartarsasag@nadas.org
http://www.hungarianassociation.com/

