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Nov. 27 - 29, 2015 

Friday AM - Sunday AM 

Mark you calendar now with these 
dates now and join us with your  

family and friends! 

Hilton Garden Inn Downtown Cleveland 
1100 Carnegie Avenue, Cleveland, 

Ohio, USA 44115  
We will send a detailed program  booklet in 

November prior to the Congress. 

Seventy years ago marked the end of the Second 
World War. But even after many Hungarians in the 
post-war refugee camps had fled abroad, they still 
tenaciously clung to the hope that they would soon 
be able to return into their native Hungarian land. 
But, as one year melted into the next, for most peo-
ple that hope slowly died.  

Having grown up in America during the cold war 
years of the 1950s and 1960s, my own as well as 

other generations learned that 
the then-communist Hungari-
an government was to be 
avoided and distrusted. Per-
haps it was because of all of 
this – dashed hopes but a fer-
vent feeling that one day 
Hungary would again be free 
– emigrant Hungarian com-
munity organizations were 
able to instill such a strong 
sense of Hungarian national 

identity in their members of all ages and back-
grounds. One such organization was the Cleveland 
Hungarian Association. Although its leaders lived 
in Cleveland, it was and still remains an internation-
al organization, reaching out to members of the 
Hungarian community from Australia to South 
America to Europe. And these members would and 
still do come together at the annual Hungarian Con-
gress held in Cleveland, Ohio.  

The actual extent of this Hungarian network, es-
pecially in its early years, was something we dis-
covered last year as we were packing up the ar-
chives of the association. Thank goodness those 
cold war years are now long gone, because the cur-
rent Hungarian government had reached out to us, 
and through the Ithaca and Mikes grant programs 
which supported our efforts, we were able to con-
serve these archives. We packed up well over 150 
filing boxes and shipped them to the Széchényi Na-
tional Library of Hungary.  

The extent of the collection included over 250 
different “western” Hungarian language newspa-
pers, and letters, spanning the last few decades from 
the 1950s onward. The packing was an enormous 
task and just when we thought we had totally fin-
ished our task, deep in an attic closet we discovered 
a huge box of newspapers. In all honesty, by then 
we had reached our limit and considered throwing 
them out… but since Éva Danyi from the Séchényi 
Hungarian National Library and who had worked 
with us for a week had been so particular about sav-
ing every letter, every community event invitation, 
and every newspaper clipping, we just had to re-
package that box too.  

What we found was truly amazing. There in the 
middle, perfectly preserved by the newspapers, 
were several files. One was filled with resignation 
letters of representatives to the Hungarian govern-
ment from 1938, which actually caused the fall of 
the first Imrédy government. Another held several 
chapters of Dr. János Nádas’s treatise on his view 
of the current and past government ministers and 
prime ministers. As a secretary to a minister in the 

Teleki government and as a member of the press 
core, his insights had captured the historical im-
portance of the time.  

Many people have written about the 1930s, many 
people have theorized why and how Hungary be-
came embroiled in WWII. Sadly, many people have 
also rewritten history to serve their own purposes 
and views. During the 55th Hungarian Association 
Congress to be held November 27-29, 2015, we feel 
a deep need to set the historical record straight. 
Therefore, we have chosen to explore this year as 
the Congress theme: “Historical Insights, Hungary 
and WWII.” Our guest of honor will be Dr. Sándor 
Szakály, Director of the Veritas Research Institute in 
Hungary. He will be addressing the historical issues 
of this time period.   

We invite you to come and be part of this year’s 
Hungarian Congress. We are accepting papers and 
lectures until the end of July. Please email us at hun-
garian.association@gmail.com. Hoping to see you 
all in November, Dr. John Nádas, President 

Dr. Emory and Ilona Ladányi 
Foundation Art Competition  

Dr. Emory Ladanyi (1902-1986), although a 
successful dermatologist by profession, loved 
art and spent enormous amounts of time paint-
ing and creating various works of art.  His 
works were in oils, acrylics, tempera, water-
colors, inks, charcoals, pastels, wood and lino-
leum cuts, collages and even in “junk” art.  
His diverse artwork included land and city-
scapes, portraits, acts, abstracts, and in the 
course of his lifetime had numerous exhibits in 
prestigious places in both the United States 
and Hungary.  Already before his medical ser-
vice in the United States Army during World 
War II, he was recognized by art critics.  Due 
to his love of art and to the fact that he was 
born in Kecskemét, Hungary, his wish was not 
only to promote his art legacy, but to encour-
age young Hungarian-American artists with 
exceptional talent.  In this spirit of the Dr. 
Emory Ladanyi Foundation, the Hungarian 
Association is proud to announce the Dr. 
Emory Ladanyi Foundation Art Competition 
at the Congress of the Hungarian Association. 
All are invited to enter who meet the require-
ments and guidelines. See website for details. 

We express our gratitude to the Hungary Initia-
tive Foundation for their support with an Art and 
Culture grant (hungaryfoundation.org). We also 
thank them for the website grant. By July, the web-
site will have all 50 volumes of the Hungarian Asso-
ciation’s Krónika books posted online. 

Two Day Consignment Sale 
2015. NOVEMBER 27-28 
We welcome pottery, embroidery and 
porcelain for consignment sales. Bring 
sale items to the Exhibit Hall between 9 
and 11 a.m. on Friday. Unsold items can 
be picked up Saturday by 7:00 p.m. If in-
terested, register with Julie Ludanyi by 
email julielu@gmail.com. Fee: $5. 

KALMAN & EVA NAGY   
Our guest performers for the November 

27-th Hungarian Association Art and Cul-
tural even-
ing will be 
joining us 
from Tran-
sylvania. 
Kalman 
Nagy is the 
first violin-
ist of the 
Nagyvárad 

philharmonic orchestra  and his wife Eva 
Nagy is a flute soloist. Eva received her 
doctorate degree in music from the Liszt 
Ferenc Academy in Budapest. They will be 
performing duets, solos and Eva will give a 
vocal performance.  

The program repertoire spans classical 
music genre to popular Hungarian folk 
music. 

Hungarian Videos for Children 
Friday, Nov. 27  from 2:00 - 3:30 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAM   
Saturday, Nov. 28 from 2:00 - 3:30 
For 3-12 year old children, with perfor-
mance by Transylvanian artists,  
followed by handcrafts. 
Free admission. All are welcome! 
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Obituary  

Americo Imre Makk  
It is with great sad-

ness that we announce 
that Americo Makk, the 
last president of the 
Arpad Academy’s artis-
tic division, has passed 
away. In our September 
issue we will remember 
him and his work in 
more details. May he 
rest in peace. 

Kálmán és Éva Nagy Interactive 
Our guest performers will hold an inter-

active performance of Transylvanian mu-
sic on November 28-án for the youth.  

We thank the Hungary Initiative Founda-
tion for their support of the 2014 Friday even-
ing performance. Performers: Zsuzsanna Balla  
pianist, Áron Sövegjártó, Budapest theater vir-
tuoso, Enese Pigniczky and Ferenc Somogyi, 
students of the Cleveland Hungarian School, 
and behind them Dr. John Nádas, president, 
and Eva Russell, presenter host. 

We congratulate the winners of the 2014  
Árpád Academy medal recipients.  Dr. John 
Nadas, president on left with Dr. Judit Puskas, 
Tibor Farkas, Shari Vester, and Lél Somogyi, 
Secretary General of the Academy. 

Árpád Academy   
2014 award medal winners 

The goal of the Árpád Academy is to discover 
those valuable and extraordinary works which pro-
mote the Hungarian spirit, and to professionally 
evaluate, and to recognize, elevate, and promote 
those works, with the intention of keeping the Hun-
garian spirit alive and energized in the Hungarian 
communities abroad (America, Canada, Australia, 
South America and Western Europe). In 2014 the 
theme of our 3 day Congress was “Hungarian Herit-
age, Hungarian Identity”. Both Shari Vester and Ti-
bor Farkas wrote books chronicling their family’s 
lives and struggles during and after the wars. They 
told stories of endurance, strong family bonds and 
the ability of people to survive and recreate a life 
once everything was lost. The value of writing down 
what survives in many families only as oral history 
is to be recognized and treasured. 

The Árpád Academy also recognizes individuals 
who attain remarkable achievements in their profes-
sional lives. Dr. Judit E. Puskas, Professor of 
Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering and Pro-
fessor of Polymer Science, Integrated Bioscience 
and Chemistry, was presented with a medal for her 
cutting edge research on combining breast recon-

struction with cancer treatment. She heads a 
research team at the University of Akron and 
developed a process by which specific drugs 
can be synthesized and embedded in the poly-
mer material and released in the body after a 
mastectomy or reconstruction.  

We are accepting nominations for recogni-
tion in 2015 Árpád Academy medal recipients. 
Submit suggestions before the end of July to 
magyar.tarsasag@gmail.com.  

Come to the  
MAGYAR BALL 

2015 November 28  
Dancing to the music of the 

“Kálmán Magyar Quartet” from New 
Jersey, performing all your favorites 
for traditional & ballroom numbers ― 
great music and dance till you drop!  

Hungarian Congress Photos 2014 
− great programs for every age and interest − 


